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total capital assets nearly threefold. Their annual per capita in-
come could have been raised three times. Poverty could thus have
become a pastime for the historians, and later for the archaeo-
logists.
(b) Concentration of Defence Outlays
The heavy military burden is not spread evenly all over the world.
It is concentrated in only a handful of countries, and within each
of them in a limited number of sectors of employment and geo-
graphical locations. -
The United Nations group of experts estimated that only seven
countries—Canada, Western Germany, France, China, USSR,
UK and the United States—account for nearly 85 per cent of
them.4 At the other end of the spectrum, the under-developed
countries are responsible for nearly 5 per cent of the world total.
All of them together in fact spend for this purpose nearly as much
as the United Kingdom alone. Military expenditures are, in fact,
much more heavily concentrated in a few countries than world
income or investments.
Among the major military powers, production as well as em-
ployment depending on military ends is also highly concentrated
in a few industrial sectors—for example, munitions, electrical
machinery, instruments and related products and transport
equipment (including aeroplanes and missiles). More often than
not such dependence is centered in a particular locality or region
within a given country.
This heavy concentration of military expenditures in a limited
number of countries, industries, and localities would have con-
siderable significance in outlining the economic effects of dis-
armament. Once they are identified, it could facilitate the for-
mulation of concrete measures that might be necessary to counteract
the probable depressing economic impact of reduced military
expenditures.
Most of the under-developed countries devote less than 4 per
cent of their resources to military expenditures. A large part of
these consists of payment of salaries and provision of food and
clothing for the armies. The resources that these countries devote
4 The Report, para. 12.

